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1. The Eisen-und Huettenwerke (EHV}, thale, {SAG Marten) Division for Container and
Apparatus Construction, is producing a number of large, acid=proor
tanks for the USSR, These tanks are officially referred to at the 25X1
factory as "wine-storage tanks" (welnlagertanks); i.e. this nomen-
clature appears on the drawings used for the tanks.
The tanks have a volume of 15,000 liters; outside dimensions are 4

4. The order number (Kommissionsnummer) was 17/006 510. The current

2,

3. The USSR has placed four contracts for such tanks with LHW-Thale

or 4.5 meters in length by 1.5 meters in diameter. They are snamelled

on the iriside, They are semi-spherical at each end and are not

provided with legs or other supports. At one end are two holes, one

for filling and one for emptying the tank. Between the two holes runs

a glass tube so arranged that it can show the level of liguid contents.

At the other end there is an opening for a valve to permit air to

escape. The valves are delivered by the VE3 Mechanik Messgerastewerk, Jued Linturg

since 1949, The first one, in 1949, called for fifty tanks. The
next called for 150; the third for 450; and the current centract
calls for 900. The current contract woent into production in December
1952 and 1s to be completed by September 1953. As of the end of
January 1953, Thale had finished over 80 tanks under this order, The
unit price of each tank is 6,000 DME,

order is designated 002, The tanks ar¢ accepted by the Soviet
acceptance official {fnu) Vorobaev, who has been at the plant on this

asgignment for about one year. | 25X1

25X1

5. "hen completed the tanks are tested electronically by means of a device

fitted with a metal needle. The inspector inserts the needle into all

res and notes all instances where the needle penetrates to the
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astnd baov, thus closibg an elsctrical cirsudt. On previus orders Lae
plant was allowed to deliver tanks with up to 18 sush holes, but with
the current order the requiremsnt has bsen eased to allow up te 30 holes.
When holes ere found, they are plugged with soft gold (Weichgold).

The =lol plates out of whioh the tanka are mads are pressed by a firm
in Mttweida. Ons shift is sufficient to assemble one complete tank,
and one further shift can camplets enameling ths inaide of it.

Fifty tanks are now stored in natural caves in the vicinity of Blankenburg/
Hara, reportedly awaiting varmer wsather beifore shipment to the USSR be-
caupe of the danger of the snamel asracking.

Since about July 1952 the General-Director of EHW Thale bas been (fnu)
Semenenko. (Fnu) Sellin, a German, was formerly employed by the Soviet
Control Coomisaion, Halls, to saccept these tanks: He is now in charge of
tha tank production program itself at Thsle.

The tanks are mounted on wooden horses, crated, and shipped by rail.
The word "Moscow® appears on the crates. Rach tank is stamped at the
plont with an oblong stamp with the words *Export-Thals®,

It is rumored at EHW-Thale that a new order is to be placed at the plant
for s nunber of even larger acld-resistent tanka, over six meters long,
with a wolune of 25,000 litera. These are spolesn of at the plant as
*cider tanka® (Mosttanks).
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